AGENDA ITEM NO 10

LOOE TOWN COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC PROTECTION MEETING
Held in the Council Chamber, The Guildhall, Fore Street, East Looe
On Monday 15th September 2014 at 7.00pm
REPORT TO COUNCIL
PRESENT:

Chairman - Councillor D J Bryan
Councillors T Crane, M Gregory, R Hendy and
Mrs M Powell
OFFICERS
Town Clerk – Mrs Anne Frith
IN ATTENDANCE
Mr and Mrs Welsford – Members of the Public
ACTIONS

24.

APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were received from Councillor
M Soady.
ABSENT
Councillor J R B Dingle, Mrs E Graham-Jones and T Stacey.

25.

TO RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Councillor Hendy declared an interest in any matter raised
concerning East Looe Town Trust.

26.

TO RECEIVE QUESTIONS OR STATEMENTS FROM
MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC
There were no questions or statements.

27.

MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES OF THE
MEETING OF 22nd JULY 2014
.1 Reference Minute No: 17.2 – Bathing Water Quality
The Chairman informed the Committee that East Looe Town
Trust have asked the Council to progress the discussions on
bathing water quality by calling a second meeting.
The Committee agreed this should be done as soon as
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possible and that education regarding fats, oils and grease is
very important.
It was suggested that a meeting be arranged for week
commencing 6th October. The Clerk was asked to organise.
.2 Reference Minute No: 19 – Traffic Regulation Order
The Clerk was asked to chase Councillors Mrs Hannaford
and Toms regarding funding of correction of mistakes made
by Cormac on the current Traffic Regulation Order.
28.

CORRESPONDENCE
.1 Councillor Mrs Hannaford’s comments
The Chairman read out the e-mail from Councillor Mrs
Hannaford, as she had requested, regarding Civil
Enforcement, Community Officer replacement and public
conveniences.
All comments were noted.
.2 Cornwall Council – Revised Layout of Millpool Car Park
The Chairman read out a letter received regarding the
proposed revised layout for the Millpool car park and
informing that Looe Harbour Commission will be taking
responsibility for the area. A map showing the area
concerned was circulated for information.
Concerns were raised that the access for a 4 x 4 with a boat
trailer would be too tight and also that, if as indicated, Looe
Harbour Commission take responsibility for the area they
may charge for use of the slipway and the Committee would
want reassurance regarding both these issues.
Councillor Crane proposed that we support the project in
principle subject to reassurance from both Cornwall Council
and Looe Harbour Commission, seconded by Councillor
Gregory it was unanimously agreed.
.2 Cornwall Council – Seats in the Millpool
The Chairman read out an e-mail from Mr Wallace which
asked if Looe Town Council wished to take responsibility for
these seats under a similar agreement to that recently made
regarding the seats at Hannafore.
After much discussion it was agreed that Looe Town Council
take on the responsibility for the seats and Councillor
Gregory proposed that, for the time being, we only replace or
repair the existing seats, the ones that have already been
removed to be replaced in the future, seconded by Councillor
Mrs Powell it was unanimously agreed.
Councillor Crane suggested that an advert be placed in the
press offering memorial seats for sale, this was unanimously
agreed.
.3 Cornwall Council – Wall at the rear of the Old Bridge
Bridge House, North Road, West Looe
The Chairman read out an e-mail giving Cornwall Council’s
response to concerns raised about the condition of the wall.
The Committee were of the opinion that the cracks in the wall
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Clerk to write to
Cornwall Council and
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and on North Road are getting worse and are not happy with
Cornwall Council’s opinion.
Councillor Gregory proposed that efforts are made to force
Cornwall Council to engage an Independent Surveyor such
as Brinkerhoff, who had carried out the survey of Hannafore
Road, seconded by Councillor Mrs Powell it was unanimously
agreed.
.4 Cornwall Council – Community Capacity Building Project
Pilot Areas
The Chairman read out the information received which
relates to emergency planning. The Committee were in
unanimous agreement that this project should be fully
supported and we would welcome any assistance they can
give.
The Clerk was asked to write back inviting a representative to
attend our next meeting.
.5 Cornwall Council – Dog Warden Patrols and Fouling
The Chairman informed the Committee that, following
numerous complaints about dog fouling, the Clerk had written
to Philip Browning at Cornwall Council requesting patrols in
and around Looe. Mr Browning’s response was read out to
the Committee. Councillor Gregory reported that there is only
one Cornwall Council Warden for South East Cornwall and
priority is given to strays.
Councillor Crane asked that we find out how many hours
have been spent in Looe over the last twelve months.
Councillor Mrs Powell suggested that both vets in Looe are
asked for their help with the education of dog owners,
encouraging them to pick up after their dogs.
It was also suggested that the stencils be used again.
.6 Councillor A Toms – Free Coach Parking
Councillor Toms e-mail requesting Looe Town Council’s
support for provision of free coach parking in the Millpool, at a
cost of £1,500, was read to the Committee, together with
Councillor Mrs Hannaford’s request for free parking on the
Saturdays in December.
Councillor Gregory stated that he is sure that coach
companies build the cost of parking into their charges to
passengers so queried who would benefit from Looe Town
Council paying £1,500 for six months free parking, in his
opinion it would be better benefit to our residents to pay for
free or discounted parking for cars.
Councillor Crane proposed that Looe Town Council pay for
free car parking to encourage shopping in Looe, seconded by
Councillor Gregory it was unanimously agreed.
The issue of Cornwall Council’s proposal to investigate a pay
on exit scheme for the Millpool car park was also discussed
and the Clerk was asked to write to Cornwall Council for
more information.
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.7 Councillor Mrs Hannaford – Western Greyhound
Councillor Mrs Hannaford had supplied an e-mail regarding
the usage of the bus to Hannafore which was read to the
Committee. This was referred to the Finance and Works
Committee.
29.

30.

TO DISCUSS WINTER OPENING/CLOSING FOR PUBLIC
CONVENIENCES AND THE REFURBISHMENT
PROGRAMME
The Chairman stated that decisions need to be made
urgently as the refurbishment needs to commence at the end
of October. Councillor Hendy stated that the conversion of
the Guildhall gents should take priority and then the ladies
facility can be handed back to East Looe Town Trust. He
suggested that, whilst the work is in progress, the seafront
toilets should remain open. It was agreed after much
discussion that an advert be put out for a Project Manager for
all conversion and refurbishment works, responses to be
received within fourteen working days. The Clerk asked for
help with the wording of the advert, Councillor Gregory
agreed to help.
Councillor Crane proposed that a Recommendation be put to
Full Council that a Project Manager is advertised for and that
the Guildhall facility close totally at the end of September with
the ladies facility and disabled toilet being handed back to
East Looe Town Trust at that time, seconded by Councillor
Gregory it was:
RESOLVED
Unanimously to put the above Recommendation to Full
Council.
The Clerk was asked to write to St Austell Brewery regarding
their community toilet scheme.
TO DISCUSS EMPLOYMENT OF A COMMUNITY OFFICER
AND CIVIL ENFORCEMENT OFFICER
The Chairman reminded the Committee of Councillor Mrs
Hannaford’s opinion that the employment of a Community
Officer should be deferred and that it is more urgent to
employ a Civil Enforcement Officer. The Chairman also
circulated information provided by the Clerk (see attached
Appendix) which was reviewed.
.1 Community Officer
Councillor Hendy expressed the opinion that the role name
should be changed and it needs to be decided whether we
require someone who will be a) “hands-on”
work/maintenance b) in a supervisory role or c) to deal with
enforcement or a combination of all or some.
Councillor Bryan stated that this role has almost become two
roles, one community and enforcement focussed and one
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maintenance and that all Councillors have a vast
responsibility for the points raised on the Clerks information.
Councillor Crane stated that a pyramid structure of control
needs to be formulated. He also stated that this role needs to
be handled very carefully as it is a very delicate subject that
has split the Council.
There was a long discussion about the requirement, the role,
the title etc and the potential of the role becoming two roles.
All agreed that the role needs defining Councillor Mrs Powell
proposed that a Special Full Council Meeting be called to
discuss development of the role, seconded by Councillor
Hendy it was:
RESOLVED
Unanimously to make recommendation to Full Council to call
a Special Full Council Meeting as proposed.
.2 Civil Enforcement Officer
The Clerk was asked to chase Stephen Foster, Community
Clerk to contact
Network Manager, for clarification of Looe Town Council’s
Stephen Foster.
ability to employ a Civil Enforcement Officer.
31.

TO ARRANGE A DATE FOR A TRAFFIC WORKING
PARTY MEETING
Councillor Gregory asked the Clerk if Councillors Toms and
Mrs Hannaford had come back with any information
regarding Cornwall Council funding correction of the mistakes
made with the current Traffic Regulation Order, the Clerk
responded that no information had been received. The Clerk
was asked to chase Councillors Toms and Mrs Hannaford
and also Cornwall Council for information that had been
requested from them regarding Mr Powell’s access problems
on North Road. The suggested date for the next meeting
was week commencing 6th October.

32.

TO REVIEW THE SEAGULL EGG CULL 2014
The Committee reviewed the figures for the egg cull carried
out this year and agreed that it is a necessary service for the
residents.
The Chairman read out an e-mail received from Mark
Grantham, who represents Cornwall Bird Watching and
Preservation Society, in which various questions were asked
such as the number of eggs replaced, other non-lethal
methods used etc.
The Clerk was asked to respond to Mr Grantham, the
response to be approved before being sent by Councillors
Bryan and Gregory.

33.

MATTERS FOR FURTHER OR URGENT DISCUSSION AS
DETERMINED BY THE CHAIRMAN
.1 Recycling Charges
Concerns were raised about the potential of fly-tipping now
5

Clerk to formulate a
response.

that charges for disposal have been implemented at Connon
Bridge, the Committee were also concerned that these
charges put an extra burden on the residents of the area.
The Clerk was asked to write to the Portfolio Holder,
Councillor Bert Biscoe, to express our concerns.
.2 Bowling Club/Putting Green
Councillor Mrs Powell reported that a tree in the centre of the
putting green has been damaged.
The Meeting closed at 9.10pm.
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